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	Avonworth

Marching Band

	Parents and Performers Handbook




2010-2011
From the Desk of Lew Kroner
Welcome to the Avonworth Middle/High School Marching Band!

The Avonworth Marching Band is one of the most active organizations in our school.  Band members make a strong commitment of time and effort to make the group a model of excellence.  After hours of hard work in rehearsal and home practice, band members get that special feeling which comes from a great performance.  Coupled with the social experience of the band “family,” this will be a series of school days that you will take with you and always remember.

Like everything worth doing, you must plan to work hard to achieve both personal and musical success.  We are serious about being a professional musical organization.  We want to uphold a tradition of musical excellence with all of our performances.

This Handbook is designed for two purposes:

· To document band policy for students and parents/guardians

· To give all members and parents/guardians an overview of the Band program

This Handbook does not intend to be totally inclusive; rather, you will learn about many aspects of the Band by experiencing them on a daily basis.
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Attendance

Band is a performance activity and it is imperative that our rehearsal time is maximized.  Therefore, it is mandatory that you are present, prepared, and prompt to each rehearsal and performance.  We realize that there are times when a student cannot attend a rehearsal or performance.  The following guidelines will help you decide whether the absence will be excused or unexcused.  All absences need to be in writing by a parent or guardian before the event (besides illness).  Conflicts need to be brought to Mr. Kroner’s attention as soon as possible.  He can be reached at banddirector@avonworthband.org

Excused absence – an event over which the student/family has no control and cannot reschedule.  Examples include illness, family emergencies, fall sporting event that has a game during rehearsal time, and religious events.


Unexcused Absence – an event over which the student/family has control and can be rescheduled.  Examples include hair appointments, work, routine doctor/dentist/orthodontist appointments, and college visits.

PLEASE NOTE:  In accordance with the Avonworth Middle/High School Student Handbook and the PA School Code, to be excused for “personal reasons” is an unexcused absence.

An unexcused absence will result in some penalty action taken.  Beginning with the second unexcused absence, the student will not be able to leave the stands during the 3rd quarter of a football game.  If absences continue, students will stay in the stands for 3rd quarter and not perform in the half time show.  Failure to show up at the performance to support the Band will cause the student to lose performing privilege at the next performance as well.  

Consistent tardiness to rehearsal impedes the flow of the rehearsal and negatively affects the morale of the entire organization.  Beginning with the third unexcused tardy, performance privileges will be lost for the next performance.  Whenever a student will miss a performance or rehearsal, the student is responsible for notifying Mr. Kroner prior to missing (emergencies are an exception).  A written notice by a parent/guardian must be brought to Mr. Kroner before or at the next rehearsal for all absences.  Three unexcused absences during the year may result in the forfeiture of any band awards for the year, loss of going on the Band trip, or removal from the Band.

Students with jobs should be sure to keep their Band schedule in mind when making out their work schedules.  Employers are usually helpful scheduling work hours when given advance notice.  Your Band schedule for the entire fall season is included in this Handbook.  (The spring season schedule will be available as soon as we have it available.)  Missing rehearsals and performances for work qualify as an unexcused absence.

It is required in the Avonworth Middle/High School Student Handbook that students must be at school no later than 10:40 a.m. the day of the activity in order to participate, unless a doctor’s excuse or principal’s approval is presented.  This policy applies to band-related activities.  So, if you are not at school, you cannot participate in band that evening.
The above attendance rules apply to band camp.

DURING BAND CAMP STUDENTS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO LEAVE THE CAMPUS.

Discipline Policy

All rules contained in the AHS Student Handbook must be observed at all times.  The Student Handbook takes precedence over any rule contained in this Handbook.  Students involved in a school-related activity, whether during or after school hours, are subject to all rules of both Handbooks.  Any behavior in violation of these rules will be handled under the guidelines in the AHS Student Handbook.  Failures to observe these rules can also result in the suspension or expulsion from the Band should the situation warrant such extreme action.

Band Uniforms
Each Band member will be fitted with a uniform, which becomes his or her responsibility for the year.  The following rules apply to the uniforms:

· At the start of the season, uniforms are cleaned.  Please keep them that way

· No one may take home their uniform without Mr. Kroner’s permission.

· Uniforms are to be hung up on the correct hanger, in your assigned garment bag (exception to this would be if the uniform is wet – do not put the uniform in the garment bag).

· DO NOT put shoes in the garment bag with the uniform.  Place them in the outside pocket of your garment bag or in a separate shoe bag. 

· Hang your pants on the hanger seam to seam.

· Hang your jackets on the hanger and top snap/button fastened.

· Notify Mrs. Keener or Mr. Kroner if you have a missing or loose button, ripped hem, or a stained or excessively dirty uniform.  You are responsible for taking home band pants to have your mother launder them and return them by Tuesday night.
· Uniforms will be checked weekly.  Parents/guardians and band members will be notified if there is a consistent problem.  Non-weather related cleaning costs will be charged to the band member.  

Instrumentalists need to wear the following to each performance:

· Black band shoes

· Uniforms.  Current year’s band t-shirt or sweatshirt.
· Black socks (if forgotten, the band member must pay $1.00 at the time of need for each set of replacement socks).  No short or no-show socks allowed.  Your ankles and legs must be covered.
· Black gloves – except percussion  (if forgotten, the band member must pay $3.00 at the time of need for each set of replacement gloves)
Guard members need to wear the following to each performance:

· Uniform as determined by the instructors

· Gloves as determined by the instructors (if forgotten, the guard member must pay $3.00 at the time of need for each set of replacement gloves)

· Make-up and hair accessories as determined by the instructors

· Performance shoes

· Current year’s band t-shirts for wear when not in performance uniform.  

Failure to come prepared could prevent the band or guard member from performing at that event.

Behavior

Members of the Band are in the public and serve as representatives of Avonworth Middle School/Avonworth High School.  As a result, you must present a professional image at all times.  Students must follow all rules and regulations of the AHS Student Handbook in addition to those established by the band.  Students who violate these rules will be subject to disciplinary action.
Football Games

1. Stay in your designated area at all times.

2. Participate in the band cheers and songs played in the stands.

3. Play only as a group. No excessive playing by individuals.

4. Stay in uniform.

5. You must be accompanied by a staff member or chaperon on trips to the restroom (except during the third quarter break).

6. Only band members, staff members or chaperons are permitted in the band section of the stands.  Your friends may not sit with you.

7. Trips to the concession stand will be allowed ONLY during the beginning of the third quarter.  Failure to be back at the appointed time will result in lost concession privileges at the next game.
8. Treat staff members and chaperons with respect at all times.

9. School rules still apply at the football games.  It is considered a school function.

On the Bus

1. Stay in your seat while the bus is moving.  NO STANDING.

2. Radios, I-Pods, portable DVD players and CD players must have earphones.

3. No loud noise (at the discretion of the bus driver).

4. No swearing, vulgar language, or vulgar gestures.
5. Make sure you clean your area before you exit the bus.

6. If you go by bus, you must return by bus.  If you are going home with a parent/guardian, you must have written permission from your parent/guardian (even if you are leaving with them) and permission from Mr. Kroner.  NEVER LEAVE WITHOUT PERMISSION.

7. Respect the chaperons’ authority and do as you are told.
8. There are no assigned seats.  If a seat is completely empty, you may sit there.

9. Seniors are given the first choice of seats at all times. 
General Guidelines

1. Be prompt to rehearsals and performances.

2. Bring a written excuse when you miss a rehearsal or performance.

3. Come prepared to work and learn.

4. Be supportive and respectful to the staff members and fellow band members.

5. Be responsible for your own equipment (load, unload and put them away) and uniforms (hang them correctly and put them away).

6. Keep your area clean – band room, bus, and bleachers.

In other words, do whatever it takes to make the Avonworth Marching Band & Guard the best it can be!  If something needs to be done, please do it.  If someone needs help, please help them.  If we work together, we can make this a successful year.  Older members are asked to kindly help assist younger members.  Remember, you were new to the band once too.  It is important to support and help each other.
Chaperon Guidelines 

Chaperons must have state clearances as required by the school district.  See web-site www.avonworthband.org for further information.
Chaperons are the adults—your presence, wisdom, and encouragement are greatly appreciated!
On the Bus

1. Meet at the school to pick up a list of students.

2. Mr. Kroner or the staff members should tell you if any student(s) has special needs or medical conditions.

3. The band’s medical file and first aid kit is to be carried by the head chaperon at all times.  The medical file is confidential and must remain so.

4. Get an accurate count of students on your bus, and check their names off your list before the bus leaves the school.  Recount when reboarding the bus for the return trip, and mark off the names again.  Student must ride the same bus both ways.

5. If a student will not be returning on the bus, he or she must have written permission from their parents, even if they are returning with their parents.  Permission slips must be given to Mr. Kroner and he will notify the head chaperon.

6. On long trips, it is a good idea to walk through the bus occasionally and talk with the students.  

7. Students must stay seated at all times.

8. Ask the bus driver about any special rules he or she may have concerning food, noise levels, and exiting through an emergency door.

9. All tape players, I-Pods, MP3 players and portable DVD players must have earphones.

10. If a student is causing problems, walk to the student and speak to him or her individually.  Please do not stand up and yell.

11. Food or beverages are allowed with the bus driver’s permission.  Make students help clean up the bus.

12. Emergencies do arise.  If a student becomes ill and stopping is necessary, chaperons should take care of the ill student.  Other students remain on the bus.

13. Noise levels should be reasonable.  Ask the bus driver to let you know whether it interferes with his or her driving.

14. Walk through the bus for any items left on the bus.  Make sure it is relatively clean upon returning.  You may ask students to help with cleanup.  Take any leftover clothing, band property, or personal belongings to the band room.

15. Students may not exit the bus until notified by Mr. Kroner.  Chaperons may be asked to carry small personal items of the students’ to the bleachers.  These should not include backpacks or heavy totebags.  Band members should tuck money in a pocket or a sock.

At the Event

1. Chaperons must sit with the band at all times.

2. Chaperons must help during the performance including moving equipment.  You will be working.  Be sure you understand your job and follow through.  If you are not given a job, ask the head chaperon what you can do to help.

3. Band members must be accompanied to the restroom by a chaperon.

4. One chaperon will need to stay in the bleachers when the band performs to watch the equipment and belongings.  Only band personnel should be in our seating area.  All others should be politely asked to leave.

5. Students are not to leave the bleachers except for trips to the restroom and the concession stand.

6. The band may visit the concession stand only during the third quarter.  Chaperons should be stationed between the concession stand and the bleachers.  Make sure the band is back in the bleachers at the appointed time.

7. Band uniforms must be worn at all times unless Mr. Kroner gives permission to remove the jackets.  Students must wear a band T-shirt under their uniform or they must leave their jackets on.

8. If any problems arise, notify Mr. Kroner or the head chaperon.

9. School policies are followed at all events; therefore, any cases of suspicions about smoking, alcohol, or drug use must be reported to Mr. Kroner.

10. Once the band has left the bleachers, check for items left behind.

11. Chaperons should be available to the students at all times and help with any problems that may occur.  

Fundraisers

Various fundraisers will be offered throughout the season. All fundraising activities benefit the band as a whole. Some may also benefit the individual band member’s student account.  A variety of fundraisers are provided to give band families an opportunity to pick and choose which fundraiser(s) they want to participate in.   
The Craft Show is our biggest fundraiser of the year.  It is traditionally held the first Saturday of December. This requires an enormous amount of help, not only the day of the event, but beforehand as well.  Each band family is expected to volunteer for this event in some capacity.  Additional information on volunteer opportunities for this event will be provided at a later date.
Band Member’s Student Account
The Student Accounts Treasurer keeps an individual record for each band member’s account. Band members who participate in fundraisers that contribute to the individual accounts receive credit based on the amount of items they sold and the percentage of profit allocated to the fundraiser. You are required to submit a paper request form to use that money to pay for something.  If you need a form, please see Cindy Eliou or Debbie Amoroso.  That credit can only be used for the following:

· Band trips

· Band camp fees

· Shoes

· Gloves

· Band banquet

· Spending money on trips (at $30 per day)

· Varsity Jackets (NOTE:  Band members may order jackets.  Second-year and older members will receive a one-time gift of $30 from ABBA toward their jackets.)

· Any other band related expenses for the individual student performer
Payments for fundraisers must be made by the specified due date.  All money deposited into a band member’s account represents funds raised in the name of the Avonworth Band, a non-profit organization.  
You are allowed to make check payments to your child’s account if you so desire.  Any money that you personally put into your child’s account (non fundraising money) may be withdrawn at any time.  You will only need to fill out a form to get it back.

When your child leaves band for any reason, the money in their account will stay in that account for 31 days.  After that time, it will be automatically transferred to the general band account.  All money raised by fundraising must remain in the account.
Avonworth Band Boosters Association (ABBA)

The Avonworth Band Boosters Association (ABBA) is an organization of parents, guardians, friends, and other supporters of the units of the Marching Band of the Avonworth School District.   The Avonworth Band includes the Marching Band and Guard units that perform at Avonworth football games and compete in the fall Tournament of Bands (TOB) Chapter VIII competitions, and Indoor Guard and Percussion units that compete in TOB Tournament Indoor Activities (TIA) Chapter VIII competitions in the spring.   Avonworth Marching Band members are drawn from the 7th through 12th grades of the Avonworth Middle School and High School and perform under the direction of Mr. Lew Kroner.

Officers for 2010-2011
President – Walter Street
Vice President – Scott Keener and Mike Eliou
Treasurer, General Account – Erin Peters and Sue D’Ottavio
Student Accounts – Cindy Eliou and Debbie Amoroso
Secretary – Amy Keener and Midge Schwilm
Band Fees

A non-refundable band fee of $100 per band member or $150 for families with multiple children in band will be charged for the 2010-2011 season. Check or money order only, NO CASH.  Please give your check or money order made payable to ABBA to Erin Peters or Sue D’Ottavio.   

Returned Checks

Individual(s) submitting checks returned by their banks for any reason will be charged a $35 fee.

Web Site

ABBA maintains a website to keep you up-to-date with important information regarding schedules and fundraisers.  Visit www.avonworthband.org for all of the information you need and to view pictures of the band at events. 
Meetings

ABBA holds monthly meetings the first Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. in the Avonworth Middle School cafeteria to discuss up-coming events and fundraisers. All Parents are welcome.  Please join us for the latest information!

Scholarship

At the end of each school year, ABBA awards $1,000 in scholarship support to a deserving senior.  This award may be to one or more individuals.  Criteria for the scholarship are being revised and will be presented to the seniors and their parents later.    
Fall 2010 Game and Performance Schedule

	Football Games
	

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Day
	Home/Away
	Opponent

	September 3
	Friday
	Away
	Bishop Canevin

	September 10
	Friday
	Home
	Springdale

	September 17
	Friday
	Away
	Wilkinsburg

	September 24
	Friday
	Home
	Leechburg

	October 1
	Friday
	Home (Homecoming)
	Riverview

	October 8
	Friday
	Away
	North Catholic

	October 15
	Friday
	Home
	Beth-Center

	October 23
	Saturday
	Away
	OLSH

	October 29
	Friday
	Home (Senior Night)
	Northgate

	
	
	
	

	Competitions
	
	
	

	Date
	Location - Saturdays
	
	

	
	
	
	

	September 11
	Elizabeth Forward
	
	

	October 9
	Baldwin
	
	

	October 16
	McKeesport
	
	

	October 23
	Connellsville
	
	

	
	

	
	

	Other Events
	

	Date
	Event

	October
	Halloween Parade in Emsworth

	December 
	ABBA Craft Show, Middle School and High School Gyms and Cafeterias

	January 
	Band Banquet

	May
	Memorial Day Parade

	July 
	Ohio Township Parade
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